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BY FIONA AUDLEY

ADULT dancers from the
Rochford School of Irish Dance
scooped sixth place in the recent
Great Britain Championships held
in Bognor Regis.

The talented team competed in
the Adult Céilí category, where
they showed the skills that keep
them top of the class at Scoil
Rince Rochford in North London.

The Irish dancing school
founded by Denise Rochford has
gone from strength to strength
over the years as the young
woman, whose family hails from
Co Kerry, offers a range of classes.

There are offerings for
youngsters and adults and even a
Keep Fit with Céilí option for those
hoping to keep fit the Irish way.

Meanwhile a fundraising race
night for Scoil Rince Rochford will
be held this Saturday, November
10 at the Watkins Folly bar in
Wembley Park from 6pm. All are
welcome.

■ For further information on the
school or to join, visit
www.rochfordirishdance.co.uk or
www.keepfitwithceili.co.uk
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ROCHFORD SCHOOL IMPRESS AT GREAT BRITAIN CHAMPIONSHIPS

IRISH President Michael D
Higgins has paid tribute to the
Peace Process in the North of
Ireland and to the contribution
made by Irish people to Britain.
Mr Higgins, who gave the British
Council’s annual lecture at the
Belfast Festival, described the
Peace Process as “one of the
most ambitious and far-reaching
political projects of our times”.
“Those who lost loved ones
during the Troubles, who live
with terrible injuries and the
legacy of violence,” he said. “No
group has done more to bring
about the benefits we have all
gained from the Peace Process
than they and I salute them.”
He also spoke of the importance
of the Decade of Centenaries,
which began with the
anniversary of the Ulster
Covenant in September, calling
for the remembrance of the
200,000 Irish people who fought
in the First World War.
Quoting a recent statement that
the British-Irish relationship has
never been stronger or more
settled, Mr Higgins added: “We
are in a new circumstance of
circular migration. This can
already be seen in the vibrant
young Irish community in
London and in the growing
numbers of British citizens
working in Ireland. This has
always been the basis of our
shared citizenship of affection.”

Debt of average
Irish consumer
rises four-fold
THE AVERAGE consumer in
Ireland owes four times more

than they did in 2008,
according to figures
provided by the company
behind the debt defaulter’s
magazine, Stubbs. The
figures show that the
average consumer owes
almost €10,000 compared to
€2,442 in 2008 and that those
living in commuter and
remote rural counties have
been particularly badly hit.
The Stubbs figures track
debts that have been chased
through the courts.

President praises
Irish in Britain
at Belfast
Festival lecture
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BY FIONA AUDLEY

MORE than 30 taxi drivers serv-
ing Belfast’s riotous roads during
the worst of the Troubles were
killed on the job.

The rest came face to face with
death and violence on a daily
basis  

But the brave men and women
of the industry refused to park
up permanently, choosing to
charge through barricades and
battle lines to get local people to
work or safety during the worst
of the period.

According to Lee Henry,
author of a new book document-
ing the Troubles from the per-
spective of these drivers, they
were among the bravest of the
community folk who soldiered
on as violence reigned in Belfast.

For a period the drivers
became targets themselves, with

many killed on the job or in their
homes when their black hackney
cabs were spotted in a significant
area.

“These drivers really wanted
to tell their story,” Mr Henry
explained.

“I realised that when I was
working in television in Belfast
and was taking taxis all over the
city. I was talking to working-
class men and women drivers
and no one had recorded the his-
tory of the trade in Belfast or the
divisions that existed within it
and how that developed during
The Troubles.”

Now, a few years later, the 31-
year-old’s first book Belfast Taxi
has been released, chronicling
the experiences of the men and
women of the road during the
period.

“I must have spoken to 100 cab
drivers while I was putting the

book together — although I only
interviewed about 30 for the book
itself,” the author explained.

“What was most striking was
these ordinary working people
were going out every day during
The Troubles doing their work —
everybody knew someone who
knew someone hurt or killed,

buildings were evacuated regu-
larly but they were literally driv-
ing over the rubble of the
Troubles every day. They still got
up and went out there.”

For Mr Henry, the bravery and
community spirit shown by
these drivers — from the cabbies
in the West Belfast Taxi Associa-
tion and those from the Shankill
Taxis fleet — had to be recorded.

“A bomb might go off and
these drivers would be one street
away,” he said.

“It affected them in a very
close-up, real and hard sense.
That was true of both Catholic or
Protestant drivers from all over
the city. They all had that shared
experience of the Troubles; 32
taxi drivers were killed in the
North during the period and 20 of
them were in Belfast.”

He added: “At one stage they
were being targeted for being

taxi drivers — invariably,
depending on what area you
would see a cab parked in, people
could say they work for West
Belfast Association or the
Shankill fleet, meaning they
were Catholic or Protestant.

“It may not be widely known
but it was certainly known in
Belfast that taxi drivers were
actively targeted in that way.
There was a real risk every day
they went out that they would be
killed, but they carried on any-
way, they felt they had no
choice.”

■ Published by
Blackstaff press,
Belfast Taxi is
available from
bookshops and
online stores.
Price £9.99. ISBN
90856408885.

Belfast’s taxi drivers hailed
for bravery during Troubles

We have five copies of Lee Henry’s book Belfast Taxi: A Drive Through History, One Fare At A
Time to give away to the first Irish Post readers to email competitions@irishpost.co.uk with
Belfast Taxi in the subject line. Usual terms and conditions apply.

BY NIALL O’SULLIVAN

A CONFERENCE looking at
Ireland’s descent from beacon
of globalisation to poster child
of austerity will be held in
London next weekend.

The Future State of Ireland
conference, at Goldsmiths
University of London, will
bring together academics and
artists for a programme of
talks and contemporary art.
“This conference is very time-

ly,” said co-organiser
Stephanie Feeney, a visiting
research fellow at Goldsmiths
whose work examines artists’
responses to post-Celtic Tiger
Ireland.

“The economic and political
factors that contributed to the
boom and bust have long been
identified and discussed but
less tangible conditions in the
national psyche, conditions
played out in the Irish
response to the crisis, still

need to be explored.”
Keynote conversations at

the two-day event will include
leading intellectuals Professor
Roy Foster from the Universi-
ty of Oxford, Literary Editor
of the Irish Times Fintan
O’Toole and Dr Elaine Byrne,
author of Political Corruption
in Ireland 1922-2010: A
Crooked Harp?

“Ireland has undergone so
many deep changes in recent
years that one could draw par-

allels between this and the
revolutionary moment of the
early 20th Century,” said Mr
Foster.

“The Future State of Ire-
land is a chance to reflect on
the recent past and the pres-
ent of the financial crisis as it
unfolds, so that we might try
to understand how we have
reached this pass, and put this
crisis in the context of Ire-
land’s past as well as its
future.”

The conference also
includes a presentation of
Anthony Haughey’s photogra-
phy and a screening of
Kennedy Browne’s How Capi-
tal Moves. Highlighting some
issues arising from Ireland’s
economic decline, it examines
the relocation of a US multi-
national company from Lim-
erick to Lodz in 2009.

Another film by Treasa
O’Brien and Mary Jane
O’Leary will also be presented,

asking why the Irish have
mounted little resistance to
austerity, bank bailouts and its
debt crisis, in comparison with
their European counterparts.

The Future State of Ireland
conference is supported by the
Federation of Irish Societies
and The London Irish Centre.
It takes place at Goldsmiths,
University of London from
November 17-18. Go to
www.thefuturestate.org.uk or
call 0207 919 7498 for details.

Conference to discuss consequences of Ireland’s economic rise and fall
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